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tion to the satisfaction of the licensed house owners
by establishing a kemban-cho, or geisha registry
office, in the Yoshiwara in 1779. Through this
agency both grisba and bokap, or male geisha, most
of whom were buffoons, were strictly regulated.1
As a result of this, geisha were forbidden to go out
of the Yoshiwara district except with very special
permission and their reputation as entertainers,
for which they are known to-day in Japan, became
an actuality. The kemban controlled their dress;
opposed magnificence, and preferred plain girls to
attractive ones lest they compete with the oiran
and so disturb business conditions or be tempted
to forget to just entertain.2
There were various other rulings against
geisha even in the early nineteenth century^ so it
was really not until the samurai took them up that
the geisha can ever be said to have gained respect-
ability and power. From 1830 on, the geisha's
lot was improved and some think that the climax
of their popularity was reached around i887.3
1 Among the many hokan now in Tokyo is an American,
Mr. William Warren, who specializes in Japanese dancing.
For the past three years he has been connected with the Asa-
kusa geisha quarter and, like any entertainer, has his special
Japanese patron,
2 An OTUM is a high class prostitute,
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